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DIARY FOR JUNE 


Group meeting on Tuesday, 4th June 1785, at 7.30 pm in our club rooms. Visitors are very welcoae! 


POON CS bbe 


toe 
~ 
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Public Domain Disk talk by Ray King 


Question & Answer Session on Fublic Domain Software 


The Beginners Corner session for new meabers will be conducted by Greg Canning. 
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Workshop meeting on Sunday, Jath June 1785, from 1 pa till 5 pm in the Guidance Officer’s Training Centre, Bayswater Rd. Milton, 
Bring your program@ing- or hardware probleas, as well as your own computer equipment! 

Opportunity to copy the group’s Public Domain Disks, 

Flease note that workshop meetings are for aembers only! 


SMOKERS: Smoking is WO? ALLOXEP in the club rooms! 





REGIONAL MEETINGS 


Cannon Hill meets on the 4th Saturday of the gonth (7.59 pm) in the Cannon Hill State School. 


Contact: Barry Wilson (VIC) - Fh.39? 6204 oar Augy Norman (C-44) - Fh. 33% 2960, ah. 


Pine Rivers meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month {1 pm - 5 pm) in the strathpine High school (rear entrance), 
Contact: Clayton Lancaster - Fh.285 4157, a.h, 


Redcliffe Peninsula meets on the Ist Friday of the month {7 pm} in the Redclitfe High School. 
Contact: Geoff Baillie - Ph.203 508B, a.h, 


sherwood geets on the 2nd Friday of the month {7.36 pi) in the Graceville State School. 
Contact: Leigh Winsor - Ph.379 2405, ash. 


Springwood aeets on the 3rd Wednesday af the month {7.20 pm) in the Springwood Central Frimary School, Dennis Rd., Springwood. 
Contact: Terry Steer - Ph. 200 3920, ach. 


The Gap aeets on the Ird Wednesday of the month (7.20 pa} in the Gap State School 
Contact: John Johnston - Fh.30 3240, ach. 


Wavell Heights meets on the ind Tuesday of the month (7.30 pa) in the Wavell Heights High School (library! in Brae 5t, 
Contact: Robert Adamson - Ph. 264 8355, ah. 


Killarney: meets on the 2nd Honday of the month in the Killarney State School. 
Contact: Roger Frazer - Fh. (078) 6412370 


Maryborough: This sub-group is now up and running. Cantact Terry Baade (16 Mouquet Lane, Maryborough, 4050) at 21 227i (W) or Zt 
3057 (H). 


Toowoomba: This sub-group is coming on line soon! See next month's neawsletter for details. 
Araidale: W. Peter Gadsby of 44 Galloway St. Armidale, NSW, 230, wauld like to form a group in the Armidale Area. 


Roma: Charles Mac Fherson would like to start a sub-group in the Roa district. For more information ring (974) g2ztol 


We are still looking for one or more of our members to start = Sub-Sroup in the ounnybank or Mt,Gravatt area !!! 


JHPORTANT NOTICES Copying of Commercial Software is not allowed at ouraeetings Or workshops, 
Failure to comply with this regulation will result in loss ot membership: 


SPECIAL INTERESTS GROUPS 


Business Sub-Group meets on the Ird Tuesday of the month (7.30 pa) in the West End State School. 
Contact: Max Bean - Ph. 208 1225, ah. 


Primary Education Sub-Group meets on the ird Tuesday of the month (7.30 pa) in the Aspley State School. 


Contact: Bill Weeks - Ph. 208 8620 (working hours) or at 341 2622, ah. 


Adventure Games Sub-Group aeets on the Ist Tuesday of the month, (during main meeting - in our club rooms), 
aE OEMS SUD-broup 
Contact: Trevor Mancktelow - Ph. 202 4402, ash. 
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NOTES & GOS3IP 


May Meeting 


The meeting officially adopted the Rules of Incorporation and the group's By-Laws, during which Dennis Cheshire took the 


beginners under his wing. | 
Greg Canning gave an explanatory talk about F.D. Disk Uo - Pager Haigh & Ray King talked about Modems and Bulletin Boards 


¥IC-20 Software 


That intrepid bargain hunter Barry Wilson, in association with John Johnston have managed to dig up quite a bit of VIC <aftware 
at bargain prices for the ¥IC sottware lending library, including wordprocessors, spreadsheets, database programs etc. 
VIC users, see John Johnston for further details. 


service Difficulties 


Over the last couple of months more and wore complaints have been brought to cur notice about inadequate repairs to computer 
equipment, 

We fae] that the time has come to do a survey of sembers’ own experiences with repairs, and for that reason we print below a 
questionaire, which we would like to see completed by members who have had repairs done in the last three months or so. The fora 
is self-exclanatory, but we don’t only want to hear complaints! If you were particularly nappy with a repair ,ob we want to hear 
from you tco! 


The idea of this survey is not to start a witch hunt against certain suppliers « service-departments, but rather to see it 


certain patterns emerge, which we can than follow up. 
Your co-operation will be appreciated. 


Please post this questionaire to: C.C.U.6.(8) Inc. - F.0.Box 274 - Springwood Qld 4127 

JOO OOO IOGEAR OHO ERE AOR AA AK 
REP ATR Slee 

Equipment Repaired: | Serial Noe: 


Repair submitted to (please tick) 


A. Commodore (Brisbane) C 7 EB. Hiidis (Brisbane) L J 
CC. Other (Give details) r J 





Date of repair handed in: 


Were yous 


A. Very satisfied C 1 Kh. Satisfied rc 1 
C. Dissatisfied [ i 
Flease furnish us with your comments: 
NAME s DATES 
ADDRESS: 
If you wish this information to eamain confidential please tick : - J 
OOOO DDI OQOO OO SOO SOG IISOIR OIC EIDI AR IOC OE AA aA ICI EE EE As 





REVIEWS 


CHESS ON THE 64 - REVIEW OF ‘COLOSSUS’ 
by jennifer Goldsmith 


Although chess is the most complex game in the world, there are 
numerous ways, involving hundreds of levels of skill, from beginner to 
expert,.in which it can be played. Colossus has been written to try and 
meet many of the demands that a keen chess player would make on a 
program, Colossus can help a beginner by showing what legal moves are 
available; it can help the genius play blindfold; it can solve problems 
for the problemist; and much, much more. : 


Presentation 

Colossus is available on both tape and disk for the 64 Whichever you 
buy, Colossus comes attractively presented in a video-style case with a 
16-page well-written pocket-sized manual. 


Display 

Once the program has been loaded, the screen displays the board with 
algebraic notation around the border; the current move under consid- 
eration can also be seen. Yet by pressing the space bar a second screen 
appears. This one shows the time elapsed separately for white and 
black, the seven last moves, the number of moves ahead Colossus is 
thinking, number of positions examined, the best line of play found so 
far and the score, is divided into material and position. 


Modes 

The level of difficulty at which Colossus will play is determined by 
the time allowed per move or per game, i.e. the time control, to chess 
enthusiasts. Mode 1, called Toumament mode, provides the very useful 
facility for X moves to be played in time Y followed by a secondary 
parameter of A moves in time B, Mode 2, called Average Mode, asks for 
‘dove time’. This is useful for lightning chess and also for analysis 
if you do not want to use the infinite mode. It is also easier to enter 
as there is only one parameter to input. Mode 3 asks for the time for 
the total game, useful for playing 5-minute chess, while mode 4 makes 
Colossus play at the same rate as you. Mode 5 is the infinite mode and 
is useful for analysis of a particular position OF for postal chess. 


Mode 6, which has two subst ae the problem mode. Subdivision 
one will find normal mates in up to seven moves, which is not bad but 


heen players may need a program that c eo k further. Subdivision two 
will find self-mates which is a majo adap. as many good chess 
computers do not provide this facility. There is no facility for help- 
mates. 


Operation 

o If you want to set up a position, the ‘Alter position’ command will 
let you do this with ease and if you make a mistake the original 
position can be recovered, 


o You can step backwards and forwards which is useful if you make a 
mistake or if you want to replay the game from a certain point. 


o Background, paper and ink colours can be altered, 

o You can replay the whole of the game at the speed you want. 
o Colossus can play against itself. 

o You can set the elapsed time for each side. 


o You can play both sides whilst Colossus supervises. This is useful ts 
you want to run through the moves to get to a certain position or if 
you want to play someone else. 


o You can play ‘blindfold’ chess by making the board go invisible. But 
do not worry- it is still there. , 


o You can even save the game to tape or disk which not only saves the 
current position but all the moves from move 1 to the current position 
as well (providing that is rot more than 120). The biggest snag with 
this facility is that only one game per disk can be stored as Colossus 
always allocates the same name for the file. If this could be amended 
so the user allocates the file name this facility would be perfect. A 
minor snag is that when you save the position you do not save the line 
of best play which would be useful especially when you have had the 
machine running for hours. If would also be nice if one could get a 
hardcopy of the moves of a game, if not the final position. 


In play 

To play a game using Colossus is quite easy as there are two ways of 
entering your moves. You can either use the cursor or you can use the 
algebraic notation prowding you remember to SHIFT the letters. Both 
methods are clearly explained in the manual. If the move involves 
promoting a pawn, Colossus will ask ‘Promotion piece?'. Colossus is 
familiar with the 3-fold rule, S0-move rule and with stalemate as well 
as checkmate. 


Conclusion 
Colossus is a well-designed program including many features plus 
comprehensive opening theory not seen on other home micros. Colossus 
must be the best chess program available for home micros and at 9.9% 
on tape and 12.95 on disk, every chess player should have a copy. It 
is generally available in the shops. 

--o00-- 


This review was taken over from a recent issue ot the I..F.U.6 Newsletter. 


Chess lovers may recall a review, which appeared in last June’s issue of this newsletter, af Odesta’s "How about a Nice Game of 
Chess” for the C-o4, 

At the tige of writing the only other chess program for the C-64 was "Grandmaster". Of the two chess programs "Qdesta" was by 
far the stronger of the two. During one of our workshops we had two computers set up, loaded with these two programs. After 
some thirty moves "Ddesta" was appr. 4 pieces ahead! We gave up after that. 


In a recent issue of the T.P.U.6. newsletter from Canada mention was made of a series of chess matches which were played between 


"Qdesta", "Sargon 3" (not released in Australia as yet - improved version of Sargon 2), and “Colossus”. After a series of games 
"Colossus" came out as a clear winner, followed by "Sargon 3", and "Qdesta" coming third. 


So, if you are in the market for a chess program, at this stage "Colossus" {on tape or disk) has to be the preferred choice 


Salph De ¥ries 
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ht the Heart of the Mountain - A Basic Adventure for the Commodore o4 by Nathaniel L.Scrimshaw 
Published by Birkhauser - F.R.F. 211.73 
ur copy by courtesy ot the distributors 0.4. BOOK (Aust) Pty. Ltd. ii-is Station St. Mitcham ¥. 3132 


This book is well suited to the young tzenager who is about to begin to use a computer. It combines an eaciting adventure story 
about a young girl, her uncle, and the mcuntains of New Hampshire, with simple tutorials about the simple elements ot Basic. 

The main feature cf the book is that each chapter af the book “branches”, giving you the option af continuing the story ar 
examining a lesson using Basic to help solve a problem which the characters have encountered. 


The book is both readable and completely enjoyable. It represents good value at $11.75 and would be a valuable addition to any 
home library. 


Trevor Mancktelow 


Nake Your Commodore of Sing by Ed vogas 
Length: 72 pages - F.PF.F. 310.70 
Jur review copy by courtesy of the publishers Frentice-Hall of Australia Pty. Ltd, 
This book is basically an introduction to the Commodore 64 Sound Chip as seen through the eyes of a "famous computer composer" - 
r.dshoberts, 
It begins by explaining simple, immediate mode, poke instructions tc the sound chip and goes on to develop the capabilities of 
the chip, using simple basic programs. The simplistic nature ot these programmes suggests the book would appeal to people 
interested in the sound capabilities of the o4 but with little programming experience. It would possibly appeal to children of 
eight years and over with a limited knowledge ot basic. 
If however you are interested in investigating the sound capabilities in any depth, this is not the book. 


Bob Walker 


SHAKE HANDS WITH THE COMMODORE 64 by Fam Kelly-Hartley and Joy Nckneil. 
Qur copy by courtesy of Fitman Publishing Pty, Ltd. RiR.P. 27? 


This book is a guide for the beginner who has little or no knowledge of computers or computing terms. It consists of 15 chapters 
starting off with an introduction to the Commodore o4 and finishing with a chapter on using EASYSCRIFT (a Word Frocessor). 

The book contains nug@ercus sample programs which the reader is encouraged to enter and run. Fart of any learning process is a 
requirement that the reader gets feedback on their progress. This is achieved in this book by setting problems for the reader to 
Solve. 

There are two chapters on Colour Graphics and Sound which were written by Greg 

Perry. In these chapters the reader is introduced to the Graphics and Sound) = capabilities of the 64. 

The chapter on EASYSCRIFT is easy to read and takes the novice through the steps of using EASYSCRIFT. This chapter does not 


explain all the features of EASYSCRIFT, but enough is explained to get you started, 


This book is recommended for the beginner and would be suitable for use as a textbook in an introductory course on the 
Commodore o4. 


KERRY NAUMANN. 


The Commodore Music Book - A Guide To Programming Music And Sound by J. Vogel and H.B. Scrimshaw 
Published by Birkhauser - R.R.F. £14.75 
Jur copy by courtesy of the distributors B.A. Book (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


This book is designed to teach ;ou how to pragram music and scund on your C-o4, 
The book shows you, step by step, how to program music and sound ideas. It you are not a musician this book will teach you how 


to create sound effects that may be incorporated into your prograds. 
The book is divided into sis sections. 


e 


» & @ 


The chapters in secticn 1 provide an elementary understanding of electronic sound synthesis as well as the SID chip. 

Section 7 deals with how to control the SIE chip via the POKE statement. Included in this section are fumerous examples of 
nrogramming, using FORE. 

Section Z introduces the READ/DATA statement as a way of encoding your music, This is a convenient format for use with short 


sound effects and siaple songs. 
Section 4 shows how the SIE chip can be used to create scund effects. Examples are included for siren effect, blast-ot? ettect 


and scund-colour effect. 
Section 5 covers programming music using array formal. Gnce the array 15 stored in memory you can access if as many times as you 
like without having to use RESTORE as you would using FEAD/DATS statements. ach element of an array has its own name. This 


geans that ;ou can go directly to any element of the array you desire. 

Sor anyone interested in creating music or sound on the C-o4, this book is worth reading. it uses a fairl; regimented approach 
to the subject, starting at the basics tor novices, as well as providing more advanced inforaation for those who are more 
experienced. Recommended. 


Warren Kerswill 
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Cros Uatede RUB 
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LOADHE Ruta loader 
TURBOTARE 4 GEN Creates fast tape loading program. From COMPUTE! Jan oo 
TURBO/64 The fast tape program as created by the above program. 


TURBODISK BOOT Loads Turbodisk.ob, which is a fast disk load program 
TURBODISKCREATOR” Creates Turbodisk.ob) on your disk 

TURBODISK. O6J Fast disk load program from COMPUTE! April 89 

DISK OPERATIONS A disk handling program by Leigh Crowther (CCUG Clut menber) 
RELFILE COFY.£ Backup relative files onto another disk 

TAPETOTAPE COPY Copy cassette tapes 

DISKTOTAFE COFY Backup disk programs to cassette tape 

DEVISED MLX/44 Latest version of Computes Gazette machine language entry program 


XLA Converts M/L prograas to MLA format. 

BASAD. BIN Programmers Aid by Paul Blair. From Commodore Magazine Jan 35. 

BASAD INST SpeedScript tile of instructions for Basad. Printed instructions available from Terry Steer. 
HELPOUT Assists you to enter program listings from Commodore Magazine 

HELFOUT INST SpeedScript file of instructions for Helpout 

DRAWER 2.0 Draw, save and load pictures. By Scott Adamson (CCUGG Club member) 

DRAWER INST. SpeedScript file of instructions for Drawer 2.0 

DRAW-DEMO .5 Demonstration ot above program 

DRAW-DEHO .C ; hae ‘ 


SYNTH SAMPLE.C 9 catchy tunes 
MUSIC 3¥S49152.C Another tune. Load ,8,1 and S¥5471o2 to run 
NUCLEAR PLANT Nuclear Power Plant simulation game by F.M.Adamson (CCUGO member) 


ALPHABOT Educational program for young children 
TUNNEL NAZE.C adventure Gage 

TUNN. D Used by the above game 

JOIN Shootem game 


WINTERTAFAREEL Something to look at next Christmas 
COUEO COMMS cH 
This disk contains an assortment of programs and instructions that you will need to communicate via a acdea. 


Addition ts Saftware Library 


44 FORTH - Cartridge with comprehensive instruction manual. FORTH is a computer language. 


Cliff Pottinger 
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MODEM CORNER 


The big news of the month is that our Bulletin Board has sow got it’s own phoneline, which means that you should be able to 
access it 24 hours per day! 


The phone number is (07) 8082125, 
For further details ring Ray King {our Sysop) at 206 1407 or Roger Haigh at of? 6037. 


It has been proposed that a special introductory registration fee of $29.90 will be levied for toundation members to our 
Database. Anyone who wishes ta join at a later date will be charged an annual fee, the a@ount of which is still to be decided. 
rurther details to follow, 

Additicnal Modem Owner 


speight Bernard  $496077 
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5 coc Terminal Farameters, 


When using one of the terminal programs, a number of parameters or protocols must usually be set to define the characteristics of 
the RS 232 interface to the modem and the processing of incoming and outgoing characters. The protocols are usually defined by 
the Duplex, Baud Rate, Number of Stop Bits, Farity, Word length, and ASCII or CBH-ASCIT characters. 


Duplex : Most BBS operate at full-duplex. Every character you type goes down the line and is echoed’ back to your 
terminal and then displayed on your screen allowing you to ensure that your characters are being received correctly. In 
half-duplex mode, characters are not echoed back and your own terminal program must display them on its own screen. Hal ¢-dupl ex 
is used when talking Co4-Co4 and full-duplex with BBSs. Essentially, if you cannot see what you are typing switch to half-duplex. 
If everything you type eennddss uupp llookkiinngg Iliikkee tthhiiss, switch to full-duplex. (Do not conruse this with the 
actual full/half duplex electrical protocol of the wodem itself. Commercial full duplex modems may be set to “echo” back received 


characters or not.) 


To understand the other protocols we must first look at how a character is actually transmitted. As aost of you probably know, 
each character in the computer’s memory is stored as its CBM-ASCII code in one byte or eight bits. This 15 transmitted down the 
RS 232 line in serial fora, that is, one bit at a time. For the letter ‘A’, ASCII value o5 and O1000001 in binary, the signal 
would look like 


” 
—_— Oo oOo & 


Signal 
1 the line is high waiting for the tirst bit of character 
1 Still waiting 
i still waiting 
9 the START BIT - a zero bit signalling 
that a character is coming 
1 DATA bits for character starting with bit 0 
0 bit 1 often 
4 bit 2 only 
bit 3 7 ASCII bits 
bit 4 are 
bit 3 used 
bit o "WORD LENGTH’ = no of data bits 
followed by 
PARITY bit (sometimes) 
| then a one or two ‘STOP’ bits 
1 ok waiting for next start bit 
| Still waiting 


» @@ 
From this it can be seen that sending an normal S-bit character actually involves sending between 1% and 11 bits of data. 


Baud Rate : A baud rate of 200 baud will transfer 300 bits per second which, assuming 1¢ bits per character, means 30 o-bit 
characters per second. Baud rate must be selected to contorm to that of the modea. 


Word Length : Defined as the actual number ot bits used for the character data. Optionally, 5,4,7 or 8. Select 8 unless 


otherwise advised. 


nr 


Stop Bits +: The number of bits required to signal an end of character transmission. Optionally | or Z. Select 1 unless 
otherwise advised. 

Parity : Farity bit is used as a check digit for the data bits. Five types - Hone, Even, Odd, Mark, Space. Briefly, a 
parity bit ot 1 or 9 is used to make the total number of “1° bits tor the character odd or even. Select None unless otherwise 
advised. 


ASCII Conversion : When accessing a BES, use standard ASCII. For Co4-Co4, CEN nSCll. 
Other Parameters, 
Two other parameters are often used when accessing BBS. These are: 


ine Feeds : Depend on whether the sending system sends a line teed character as well as a carriage return at the end of 
each line. If it does not, then everything will appear on the same line. It in doubt, select for incoming line feeds. Normally 


not required when sending. 


Nulls : "How many nulls do you require?’ is often asked when you log on to a BBS (especially of the RCPM type.) A null 
means a null character sent after each carriage return to prevent loss af any data bits. Select one it in doubt. 


(To be Continued) 


breg Ferry 


nny emcees ks Ulan cman oo ee ee ee a 


Trevor Roydhouse, one of our NSW members, has sent us some details of his SENTRY BULLETIN BOARD in Sydney, which he is running 


from his VIC-20 with 1541 drive. 
It can be accessed only during non-business hours as follows: 


Weekdays 9p@ - cam next morning SENTRY BULLETIN BOARD 

Weekends Spm - oah 4, ne Ph. (02) 428 4687 

The protocol is 8 bit data word, 1 stopbit, no parity, full duplex, 500 Baud. Apart from the Message base there is also Xmodeo 
nrotaco! downloading, and an on-line adventure! 


Trevor also informed us of the existence of a real live Funter BBS in Sydney, named Palantir, which operates on a 24 hour basis. 
Fhone No. is (02) 451 4570. 


Many thanks for this information Trevor. 
SUERGAEOIR GSA AAA R AREA A RAE RA 


fs the "Reset King” of the club I would like to thank Bruce Wylie for the new program retrieval sequence for the RESET SWITCH. 
I have been trying to find a new and simple method of program retrieval since I discovered (to ay dismay) that the old method of 


a poke and a line number crashes when dealing with large programs. 
I have aodified the RESET SWITCHES labels to include a copy of this new procedure, and a@ now trying to find a simular method for 


the VIC. 

If a VIC user can assist me here, would you please contact me at: 

THE CLOG WORKSHOP - TAMBOURINE NT. 4272 

ANTHONY THYSSEN 
Hie 


> »& 


MEMBERS ADVERTS 


BORA erie 
Shivel Bace for Monae tor --r slo 200 
“eCoL—KIT" — Hew Canadian Spreadsheet for C-4564 (Disk & Dongle) --- FE 
Fhone Ralph De Vries at 20 S477 (awh) 
WAM TED 


eS TET Interface for C-64 
Fhone Fussell Watkins at 797 2640 (Ca.h.) 


FORGO IGG OOOO OI OGG OR ICR IO OR & 


NOTES & GOSSIP 


BPUUTEIENT NEEDED It: 


Once more your committee is requesting (nay, “begging’™}) our members to bring 
computer equipment to our main meeting. 

All we need is a few computers, with disk drives and monitors or TV sets. ra 
few SX¥-64"s with some additional TV sets would be ideal. Don*t expect 
committee members to supply all your needs —- they have their hands full with 
other commitments. 

lf no - equipment is forthcoming there seems to be very Vohoes its yf) TNT cee laata 
holding meetings, so put a computer or disk drive or TY set im your car to 
keep cur meetings going! 


Pine Fivers Sub-Grouw 





During their workshop meeting on the Fth June it is planned to have a demo 
af Wordprocessing Frograms and Frinters. 

It is suggested that members bring their printers along to compare features 
and discuss any problems associated with printers and- wordprocessors:. 

Missing Line 

On Fublic Domain disk UY there is a data base program called "ECF", which 
has a line missing. 

Flease insert the following line: 


Tog TF N «lt THEM Tazo 


to make the program work as intended. 


New Advertiser 





We welcome Chambers Computer Supplies of Melbourne as a new advertiser. 


i » eae 
Remember our club policy: support our advertisers whenever you can. 


see 10 oe 


ee@ 
10% DISCOUNT TO USER CLUB MEMBERS (7 with credit Caras) 


You MUST present your membership card at the time of purchase or your Club must have registered its 
membership list with us. Discounts can NOT be back-dated. 


CO Mi ViODOR f= | EAVE NE We normally have about a dozen different printers, 
Nib Ganace, bu Sosaihing) GBS Sisal Gv ieee: 15 or so word processors, 20 ra more Sere 
prices. We directly import 100 different lines and also and databases and about the same number o 


deal with all the usuallwarehouses. Let Us show you how accounting systems, but can only list some here. 
Moats eae inesmuretine| Ring (03) 700 2401 at any time. 


b4/VIG/' £0 versions all our C64 V ! AT E L. | S h e re Nn OW l : Sphid a IBM Pc and 


. Allourmodem includea VIATEL appliction form and are dual speed — Viatel and one } ; : 
programs will also oe the new 6128. other, either 300/300 or 1200/1200 bits per second, both types allow you tolink up| AT, have been tested in the versions we sell to 
run on Commodore's new PC-10 and PC-20. 


with databases all around the world, including USA. The 1200/1200 costs only one 




























































ee lincl d/base, i ina ua pil Pass oo quarter as much in the time charges as the 300/300 does. | Th vaitabal I other 1BM 
TOTL TEXT Enhanced. Best word proc. of all........ ] " ey should also run on all other 
TOTL SPELLER works with Eanysrpt, ank Street... | 1200/1200 and 1200/75 acoustic coupler....... $199 compatibles, since they are the latest editions 
TOTL KEYWORD CROSS REFERENCE ............ $45 || Works with all brands of computers. Uses four AA batteries (included). Connecting : , 
FLEET Fast, 40, 80, cols 5135 cableiandieeitwale (neltaing Viatel) for C64, BBC, Atari, Apple, Oricand most other |) with all the early bugs removed. Because we've 
WAG) 80) COl8. oe eves ee nk ee a uteay ee t 
SUPER TEXT 80 column program... ......... $108 . just opened this division, you can be sure that 
HESWIER ois uenun vores os iewans Cartridge $55 SEN DATA direct connect modem 300 + | 200/75 ose $299 what you buy is brand new stock and not tired 
TST WRITER... cx cease vis duroors. creat s Cartridge $39 || Connects directly to your phone socket and has its own handset. Plugs straight into re 
HOMEWORD $69 yeu 64 and does not need connecting cables. First 100 orders get FREE old programs that have been sitting for a year or 
LS iets, Bec icchadltes oh Goes Wa pe i sclate choloasean le bautael’ raat 
SORTS MI THoncctese aM os eave he Steed $49 ft So more on 2 dealer's shelves, get really 
EASYSCHIPT G4 cies wesitansierse ce Pa wanes $89 300/300 and | 200/79 modem ACME Ae ene . a ® $299 good prices because our supplies come from the 
OMNIWRITER/OMNISPELL.................... $95 irect connect. Plugs into User Port of your and draws its power from there. ap- 
WATTLE CMD cB Be thik Fe oe hs Cartridge $79 | tors for other computers available). Included is 3 months sub to STARS encylopedia same , Sources we already use for the large 
TOTL MAILING LIST/LABEL.......... Disk/Tape $45 and 6 weeks sub to MICRO 666 (Commodore database). Software is extra. quantities of other Commodore software we sell. 
THEMMAILER TG iP ne cenencaetatt oisk 349 | SOFTWARE for the above and other modems VISICALC $199 
LETTER WAITER ............... Tape $22. Disk $25 | DISK or TAPE $59. Includes connecting cables for almost every computer to 1200 oye te “si je) as 
HO MESDIARY S sswwaithas xine seis Tape $22, Disk $25 ] baud acoustic couples. 
TAA DAL TS ELECTRONIC Meudneipgs eo $65 (Disk or Tape). Supports Viatel and all databases, VI S ITR E N D/P LOT . $ | Q Q 
; including split-baud rates. 
TOTL BUSINESS (Latest Compiled Version). ....... $159 1} TELSTAR 64. $79 The famous Eastern House communications cartridge. Does NOT Vl S| FI L [- $ | g 9 
GENERAL LEDGER TOTL'’s newest compiled ........ $69 I connect with split-baud rates such as Viatel but offers Timer, secret password control } ata eee 
64 ACCOUNTING by Software Design Inc......... $125 # and lots of other features. real VI S| FX ] gg 
TIME/MONEY MANAGER). «55: oic:sco.0:ccsios nie ie ecomede $69 Beye ats Pea etc answers the telephone. Use any autodial ee ee a 
TOTL Time Management rated 4 stars... . (VIC $45) $29 J Modem and have a Bulletin Board oystem. 
TOTL Home ACCEMAUIRG)s ois o6 sex cue dinw ay a9 owees $69 : Renan ae VISIWORD/SPELL. $199 
CONTINENTAL Home Accounls................ $79 
ABRACALC HOME MANAGER + SPREADSHEET... $37 TAIHAHO Commodore/Apple DRIVES bed week. $495 Sean Foren renee eee b ete e ene sees S175 
PERSONAL ACCOUNTANT.................0005 $34 |] Just released in Australia! Top quality all metal disk drives that willrun BOTH Apple Je $495 
CASH CONTROUUER ccs cs Lakagmasa sy oe yonews $24 | and Commodore disks. Complete with all plugs and 20-line parallel cables to plug ff PLANSTAR...... 0.0... 00 oes ee eee nesses $595 
EXPENSE MANAGER .............-ececcccee. $19 fj into your C64 or C128. Switches let you choose Device No. 8 or 9and Normal, Write & SUPERSORT Il. .....0.c-%6:% vesaaecta ees Saseis $275 
dialog TAANSACT book keeping system... . $45 | Protect or Override Write Protect. Single drive can be expanded to double by § Fae 
dialog INVOSTAT invoices and statements.......... $45 OUrchase of additional drive for $355. Complete with regulated 240 volt SOHz power Ft wonnetan os... eee Ale nae $395 
dialog STOCK-AID stock control inventory $45 SINGLE DRIVE, with power supply, cables and interface for C64...........$495 WORDSTAR 2000... eas $575 
‘ SS DOUBLE DRIVE, with power supply, cables and interface for C64.......... $850 § 000 ae 
BUSICALC 1 $59 Ti FE ee ee ee ee eee eee ee ee oa eimawrae ie te a anit 
AUTOCALC 64 0... es essee ot onal sis (GEMINI workalike PRINTER (proportional lettering). $399 \ conncctstas.. $145 
MAGPIE famous British database, now for C64...... $99 }} All the features of the famous Gemini PLUS lots more graphics and proportional MAIL LIST BUSINESS LETTERS............... $125 
dialog DFM DATABASE..........-.-- +++ eee: $45 || spacing. It’s ee words per minute but actually about 7% slower than the Gemini |] MAILMERGE......................2 ee cee. $115 
dialog DATABASE-WAAIL LABEL. ......-. +++ 2-005 a Cree ro, 2 Opimors! PROF. OPTIONS C/STAR............ 00.00.00 $225 
TOTL DATABASE “RUN” says Best Buy........... F NDEX..... 
SUPERBASE 64 Mar ‘85 version.............-. $199 SKAI (new M ay 85) device selectable DRIVES... . $399 Se ear Peeee eben ee ee eens re eee ees Sip 
SUPERBASE STEPPING STONES..............+. $25 aN ya shielded and hos (A power supply, metal bands topreventitslipping Fore ttt etter reese tere es 
CHARTIEVTalszka  GT6h Fake ache $149 out of alignment and new ROM chip that makes it virtually 100% compatible. Button BRS WAIVE! sts, heate aOM dowd a ieasts es ae $185 
ocks ares prints graphs ........ switches device number between 8, 9, 10, or 11. BAGH: ST. WRITERIBM SS bic ee eeu cea ks $110 
COMPUTER STOCKS AND BONDS .......... Tape $39 jj This ali metal drive has SIX months guarantee. MULTIMATE TRAINING S115 
Mb SUT aaa) COMMAND POWER WORDSTAR.s«t*«#* 
$G-10 new, faster Gemini printer............ IN STOCK OUT OF STOCK? Sometimes wear, butionly wretly, dow ahordere erateen tthe TIE ee ee $69 
SMITH-CORONA daisy wheel (US made).......... $495 same day. We aim at monthly stock turn on imported items and about 10 days on local PC PAL... 2.00... 6.60 .c cece cece cee e enue $65 
INTERFACES) . uve sce boc cn os 12 different from $39 Supplies, where we pay spot cash for best prices and/or prompt delivery of scarce items. PCTUTOR....... $99 
MSD Single Drive, all metal.................. $499 That means you always get the latest version of everything butsometimestheairfreightis pasic PROGRAM TOOIS........sti(‘(~;C~CS;SC*S;S*:CS 
9 BASIC PROGRAM TOOLS $350 
MSD double drive, the best................. s1295 delayed and a gap of a day or so may occur between receipt of your order and its BiiT call CUP aD eA PR UEP aD 
64K’ EMORY EXPANSION f0r°04 ane VIC 20):,..'8200) Cocce cre, SCH an ge eee eee tee OU Mee oe eee eS Mi iviMM da diais sates gu fane bute. gob Sig 
PAGEMATE Text holder... ...........6. 8-000, $29 = a ad TLL ; 00s DIRECTOR ' , i ; ji ) ' J ae 
DISKETTE SAFE, Leeda 100 capacily......... $29 STARTER KIT for programmers............. Disk $25 INTERCEPTOR SUPABASIC.................... $29 SEAN Silicate 6:0 OAGN WY Heecce hk «oo ddnead $95 
PUES SaaS 10 Great programs, including word processor, mailing list, basic SPEED BASIC...................0. Disk/Tape: S25 p Cen) SIMULATOR os vase es ws vans ns cially S89 
Be theca is UTILITY. ......... Disk/Tape $25 programming primer, 6502 intro, sound and sprites. DUTHA (BASIOIB4 a5 0.0. AR igre sched Disk/Tape $79 SARGON 3 CHESS... . $75 
FLASH! “65 with built-in ON/OFF switch.......... 3175 TRAINING KIT how to write programs, . Disk/Workbook $29 SIMON'S BASIC..............0.0.0e0eeeeee $69 
FLASH! $X64 version Bb p Oks 0. p 0:4 oe fede ws oiee:eece oven $175 How {o get the most from your keyboard, how to use your disk BLITZ! Fastest Compiler ol all Bind Boks. Ms ot ho $99 D-GRAPH SMA gee iets We Die Ecos bye ate Gua ars Quel. $325 
SCM 1541 Disk Align FONEM \s bose pales ce $79 drive effectively, how te write your first BASIC program. 6502 PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT CASSETTE....... $29 DIGHAPH Hea ss caus soe Kee Oe ed $395 
64 DOCTOR. ................5. Disk $42, Tape $39 32 PROGRAMS ..............0.0005 Disk/Book $25 SPRITEMASTER............6-.c0s0eeeeeeees $35 A-GRAPH............. salon sed isd < tan oa $325 
RABBIT (busts copy protect, loads tape fast)........ $75 The book alone retails for $29.95! 32 useful programs already MAE 64 Macro/Assember.................00.. $85 
ARROW (C64/VIC-20) TOSU6T SU) Wes ca yaaa aa ts $79 on disk to save you the chore of punching them in. Book also VIC-TREE for programmers ........ vic $99, C64 $149 CONCURRENT CPM/86...................... $295 
1541 KWIKLOAD (3 to 6 times faster) ........... $45 gives you exercises in how to change them. A vitel follow onto ZEUS Assember (19 commands)................. $35 C-BASIC 86 1BM....... a, $395 
airalshadekerure ai as fast) Gs ww) acerelee $45 the above or to Commodore's introduction to basic. 0Z ASSEMBLEA AN ee eA Oe ne eee $22 CPM 66 IBM. aval eae 5d. ot ecbualbvolels gee: desalietanbune® $150 
3 / artridge ............., S39 ALL THREE OF THE ABOVE ................05. $69 PROGRAMMERS AID................ T $29.0 $32 AD PREPARED 3/5/85 
TBMATE 5 ike aaiead says RUN ....... . COMMODORE'S INTRO TO BASIC. . (2 Tapes & Book) $29 . 
° eR OL Fook tGiaun ticke space s sgye 
RAECO Screen DuMp..............--v000e--, $5 SHIRT ak Tae wr on se | LATTS 40 or how to win a million (64/128)....... $85 
NUMERIC KEYPADS 64/20 14 big keys......... $129 wan peng EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 4th form..Tane $29 Detailed analysis of every Tattslotto draw, highlighting winning and losing 
BANNER MACHINE makes long printouts... ... Disk $89 C64 EDUCATION TAPES {All 18 for $200 eyitee $15 combinations and showing how to discover the recurring patterns of three and four 
PRINT SHOP cards, logos, letterheads, etc...... Disk $65 ( or $200)........ number series that come up more frequently than they should. 
P/SHOP LIBRARY Hundreds of designs........... ST eee al ae a ae ar pepe EALOGY PROG 
SUPERFONT Edit, save character sels........ Taper S25, cote rete FUROR RUSTE RAN RIBSE CER Ase | nm s2s | GENEAL RAM (64/1 COA ile fdlh es Gee $85 
TYPE ATTACK Learn to type while playing ..... Disk $39 | Produces 4, 5 and 6-generation family record charts to the printer or 4- i 
VOICE MASTER synthesises your own voice........ $99 : } p generation 
SUPER VOICE MASTER Your 64 obeys you....... sigg TYPING TUTOR/WORD INVADERS (VIC-20)........ $39 || charts to the screen. Fully indexed and with easy screen editing, 664 names, plus notes 
GRAY SEEN EA es CO ere OS eal eal othe 
COMPUTER MECHANIC ........-..00cceeceees 19 ye f 
HIND PROBER (also IBM, Apple Macintosh $69).... $49 GOLOSSUS CHESS 2.0........... DUpleeeipuere bees ASTRO LOGY PROGRAM (64/ 28/ IBM/ Apple) we OBO 
ETTE INTERFACE and DUPLICATOR $79 GRANDMASTERG 552656 5:2 0:0.45.8 433 ba ee Disk $29 on prog y professional astrologers. Provides individual horoscopes 
a SANTAIDRES coi ll aie covers 639 INCREDIBLE KEYBOARD w/. $20 Voucher........ $39 ior ahi sae places. Much deeper eee the pop-style ‘sun astrology you see in 
EPROM CARTHIUGE...... 2... cece cece eee eees EPROM Cartildge C50. ...6.. cusses ecco $39 . Basically geocentric but heliocentric is possible. Koch system of Houses 





and Tropical Zodiac but Western Siderial is an option. Student quide lets 
computer questions like: What does a Gemini rising sign mean? yourask the 





C64 MOTHERBOARD (w/-resel). 3-way $85, 5-way $169 


ViC-20 4-way motherboard ............. 0.0 sues MASTE RCARD OR VISA 


PAINT BRUSH (Disk for VIC-20)................ 


TO ORDER, SIMPLY PHONE 


03) 700 2451... Makulde Computer Supplies 








48-52 Monkhouse Drive, Endeavour Hills, Melbourne, 3802 


LETTERS 


Gur letterbox has been filled with some very substantial letters from our country members this month, for which we are truly 
grateful. It has to be remembered however that both considerations of time and space will force me to condense these letters. 
Do keep your letters coming though! We do love te hear from both our country- and interstate members. 


Ralph De Vries 


Dear Editor, 
I am sorry you sounded so despondent in the second paragraph of your March Editorial - as a reader 1 am happy with 
the contents. Not that I have a great knowledge of computers, but I am learning through your magazine. 


As a mum of a 16 year old member of your club, I have not had the time to sit and learn too ouch about operating the C-o4 - not 
only that, there seem to be so many boys around the computer such a lot ot time, which I think is a wonderful sight to see. 


So please keep up the good work, as I am gaining knowledge, and not sounding quite so ‘dumb’ when talking to the boys about 
computers, 


Janice van der Vliet 


Dear Janice, 

Thanks for your kind words. An occasional letter like yours makes you want to carry on! 
It is good to see that your son is enjoying the C-44. From our own observations we know that a lot of our younger members are a 
lot more proficient at programming than our senior members. As most adult members claim that they have bought their computer for 
their kids’ education we should foster this at all cost. Our future computer experts will come from their ranks. 
Your only consolation is that when your son is in his final year of high school he will be so busy with howe work that he won't 


Have time for the computer, thus giving mum a chance to catch up! 


A very substantial letter has been received from our member Harold Parkes in Toowoomba, which, for reasons of Space I am unable 
to print in it’s entirety; however I hope to cover some of the points he raised herewith: 


In last month’ issue of CURSOR we mentioned a program from Compute!*s Gazette, called ‘Nagfile’. It’s original title was 
Magazine Index’, and Harold has written some additional lines of code which add a printer routine. These lines are printed 
below 


Harold would also like to read what happens during our monthly meetings. A rather flippant reply would be: "A lot of prattle 
and very little else'", but that is probably not quite fair. 

If the topic(s) are of sufficient interest I will try to doa precis in our “Notes & Gossip" column. 

The question of better annotation of our public domain disks I have passed on to our Chief Librarian for implementation. 

It will also be discussed during our May meeting. Harold also would like to see details about the C-o4 used in conjunction with 
the VIATEL system. Qur group’s modea cannot be used for VIATEL as this system transfers data at 1200/75 baud, whereas our 
qroup’s modem works at the standard 300/300 baud rate. Up till the present, modems suitable to work at the 1200/75 configuration 
were extremely expensive, but be patient: Qur modem boffin, Roger Haigh, is working at it right now! 

Greg Ferry has been accessing VIATEL and no doubt will have his say in future issues of "CURSOR® 

Last, but not least Harold submitted a sketch plan for a coaputer equipment desk which we hope to print in the near future. any 


thanks! 


Another substantial epistle was received from Hank Deucker of Grantham, who is having problems with adding new words to the 
dictionary disk of Easyspell. As I have never used Easyspell I asked for comments from Easyspell users during our May weeting. 
Your problem was not experienced by other users. It was suggested that your dictionary disk somehow has become corrupted. ry 
to obtain a new dictionary disk and first make a backup copy to serve as your work disk, 


4 ole 


In a review in the American “GHOY" magazine of Easyscript/Easyspell ‘April 34) a bug was reported in Easyspell. It seemed to 
occur when characters are added to a word during the correction process. It was claiaed that the start of a new paragraph is 
overwritten by the end ot the paragraph which contains the word being edited. This only seems to happen when the last screen 
line of a paragraph does not have enough blank spaces to accomodate the inserted characters. Again Iam unable to verify the 
truth of this article. Maybe one of our readers knows ot reviews of "Easyspell" which mention these problems, or have experience 


at first hand. Your assistance would be appreciated by Hank. 


Hank also offered to write about "Superbase o4". Frobably the best data-base program for the 64, it is also one or the mast 
frustrating programs for newcomers to this type of programs. Yes Hank, if you have ‘mastered "Superbase” let us have some 
articles on this program, as there are a lot of frustrated users out there. But please, do supply them on disk (as WF. files), 
as I just don’t have the tiae to type in substantial articles at this stage. 


Last but not least Hank would like to start a Sub-Group in the Lockeyer Valley. His phone number is (875) oo 1317. keep us 
informed on progress Hank! 


Our last major letter comes from Trevor Roydhouse of Naquarie Centre in HOW. Trevor is one or our senior vIC members (Yes, there 
are still a few of thea left'), and he has written on Bulletin Boards and Relative File handling on the vIC. Details of Trevor's 
BBS etc. can be found in our "Modem Corner”, but here follows what Trevor has to say on Relative File handling on the IC: 


A few short notes on the article which appeared in the March issue of "CURSOR": 


{: Read error channel after every record position command. 
Coament: I have been using relative files for over 12 aonths now, and have never found it necessary to read the error channel 


after record positioning. I have never had any problem. 


2: Bo not use record position other than 1. 
Comment: When updating a rel. file record I nearly always use a record position other than | and never had any problems doing 


so. For example, on my BBS the user logis arel. tile with a record for each caller. I only ever update that part or the 
record relating to date cf last call, high wessage no. etc. It has always worked pertectly. 


3: Send record to disk twice. 
Comment: I have never found it necessary to send a record to the disk more than once. Needless to say, ] have never had any 


problems. 


CONCLUSION: There must be some problems in relative file handling when using a C-64 and 1541 drive, which are not present with 
the YIC-20/1541 combination. 


Trevor B Roydhouse 


9421 PRINT"OUTPUT TO SCREEN OR PRINTER ?¢S/P)" 
422 GET SPS 

923 IF SP#<>"°S" ANDSPS<>"P" THEN 422 

429 IF SP#="P" THEN 920 


923 LC = @: HD*#® = "LIST 'ARTICLES' FILE": GOSUB 9350 

925 LC = LC+1:GOSUB 97@:GOSUB98@: 1=I+1:IFI<=N AND LC<>V THEN Ses 
926 IF I>N THEN 1390 

927 PRINT:PRINT "PRESS 'C' TO 
929 GET Cas 

931 IF CQ$<>"C" AND CQ$<>"m" THEN 929 

933 IF CQ%="C" THEN 925 

935 IF CQ$="" THEN 192 

950 OPENS,4:PRINT#3 ,HDS:PRINTH3:PRINTH3, "RECH" , "MAGAZINE "+ 

960 PRINTH3,Q%," DATE"," ARTICLE TITLE ":CLOSE3* RETURN 

Q70 OPENS,4:FORK=0TO3:MG$(K>=MIDSCARS( 1) ,BCK?,- TSK)? ENEXT? RETURN 
9890 XO=LEN(CSTREC 122: X1S=LEFT$("*ee" ,4-XOtRIGHTS(STRSC I) ,*O-1) 
990 PRINT#3,K1$,MG#(O>) ,QSMGS$ (1) -MG#(2>:CLOSES*RETURN 


CONTINUE ":PRINT*®PRESS'F1' TO RETURN TO MAIN MENU" 


a a 


+ ae 
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MANAGEMENT COMHITTEE COMMITTEE HEMEERS 

Sresident: GREG FERRY Phe 48) 3295 i Assistant Treasurer: Fasition Yacant 
Secretary: NORM CHAMBERS Phiz41 Sool i Vic-20 Co-ordinator BARRY WILSOH Phoott o264 
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SECONDED TQ HANASENERT COMMITTEE i BBSe gee ee PHSB 2125 
I Librarian - Books: CLIFF YULE Phasoo for 
Technical Co-ordinator: F&OGEE HAIGH Phe 389 3037 i Litrarians - Disks: BILL BOHLEN PhiecQG. 3729 
Sub-Group Co-ordinator: TERRY STEEF Fh. 200 S¢2o i . MAX BEst! Fh. 206 $225 
Chief Librarian: CLIFF. FOTTINGER Ph. 277 4520 t Librarian - VIC: JOHN JOHNSTOH Ph. 39 5240 

Newsletter Editor: RALPH DE VRIES Ph. 30 S477 i 


Please address all editorial matter to: P.O, Box S84, Ashgrove, QLD, 4060. (NOT to F.0. Box 274, Springwood please!} 
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commodore 


COMPUTER 


NOW ALSO AT 326 RUTHVEN ST, 


TOOWOOMBA - Fh. 384222 


For professional service and support call in to CW Electronics. 
Commodore's longest established Queensland Dealer. 
Largest range of VIC & C64 software in Queensland. 


THE ONLY PLACE WORTH ITS SALT IN BRISBANE 
416 LOGAN RD., STONES CORNER BRISBANE 397 0888 io @ 


